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You have chosen to own an Italian Spinone; we hope you and your new dog will give each other many years of pleasure. This leaflet outlines a few basic rules, guidelines, and training tips to help you get the very best from your puppy. Before you chose to own an Italian Spinone hopefully you will have researched the breed. The breed was “created” in Italy as a single hunting dog. Its purpose is to hunt the ground, which can be extremely varying terrain. When it locates the game, it will go on a solid point, on instruction it will then flushes the game. Hopefully this will be shot and this will then be retrieved to the hunter. As breeders we have aimed to continue this characteristic of the Spinone, in keeping with the Kennel Club breed standard for the construction of the dog.
KC Breed Standard and the Italian KC standard (Exerts)
Dog of solid construction, robust and vigorous; powerful bone; well-developed muscles; hair rough. Naturally sociable, docile and patient, the Spinone is an experienced hunter on all terrains; very resistant to tiredness, goes easily into brambles, or throws himself into cold water. He has a remarkable capability for an extended and fast trot; by nature he is an excellent retriever. Gait and movement: Easy loose step; when hunting extended fast trot with intermittent paces of gallop. Size: Height at the withers Males 60 - 70 cm (23.5 - 27.5 ins) Females 58 - 65 cm (22.5 - 25.5 ins)
General Appearance: Vigorous, robust, squarely built dog of solid construction. Strong bone, well developed muscles. Rough coated. Has a kind, almost human expression.

Characteristics: An intrepid and untiring hunt, point and retrieve breed. Hardy and adaptable to any terrain including water. Remarkable capability for an extended and fast trot.

Temperament: Sociable, docile, affectionate and patient. 
Altogether the Spinone's bearing is noble and imposing, watchful but calm, nicely erect and gently forward reaching, the neck, a little raised, the head well erect with the bridge of the nose pointing firmly downwards about 30 degrees from the horizontal. If, during the search, he singles out an area of scent which makes him certain of the presence of game, he slows immediately to a walking pace and assumes the same attitude he has when he is immobile except that the neck is a little further forward and the tail a little lowered, and he follows the trail whilst gradually slowing down to follow the straight line of scent which links him to the game.

Arrival Home

You have welcomed into your home a new puppy who has been born and raised in the same area with their siblings and the comfort of their mother.

The new world can be daunting for your new puppy, it will be experiencing a long car journey then a whole new introduction to smells and sights that it has never come across before.

We recommend collecting your puppy about 11am in the morning. The early morning feed will have worked through their system and having had a mid morning play they should be ready for a sleep in the car. You can travel your puppy either in a cage in the boot or on your lap. Your puppy will be provided with some pre-soaked food from a bag already in use, along with our water (don’t forget different parts of the country have different types of water, we are in a hard water area.)

Your puppy may need a little peace and quiet when it first arrives home. Some puppies take a new environment very much in their stride, whilst others may need a day or so to adjust. Help your puppy settle into its new home by ensuring it has its own bed or basket, where it can go and rest undisturbed, especially from young children. 

Carry your puppy into the area where it is going to live. Do not expose it to the whole house, just yet. Let them gain their confidence within a confined area. Place the bedding that you have been provided with, where you expect it to sleep whether you use a plastic bed, basket or even a cardboard box (ideal for the early days), you will need to use soft bedding for the puppy to sleep on. Vetbed is perfect as it is easy to wash and dries very quickly. Blankets or doggy duvets are also suitable. Avoid bean filled beds as these may cause choking if torn open. 

Show them the outside, where you expect them to go to the toilet, possible that it is the first thing they may want to do when they get out of your car. Remember they have been used to toileting on newspaper as well as outside so placing some paper down would be beneficial. You can move the wet paper towards the door and eventually outside should you need to, to help toileting. (Most puppies that have been raised in a clean environment will naturally take themselves outside. If they cry to go out and this is ignored them will need to go and will soon learn not to bother asking as their plea goes ignored.)

After about 10/15 minutes feed them, toileting to follow this, and then bedtime. It is never too soon to start toilet training. Put newspaper down on the floor near the puppy’s bed in case of accidents, there will certainly be some-especially overnight. The newspaper should be moved nearer to the back door so that the puppy gets used to the idea of going to the door when it needs to go to the loo. (Be careful these pups run back inside to go to the toilet!!) Puppies will nearly always go when they wake up, so take your puppy outside as soon as it wakes up, using a command such as “quickly” or “hurry up”, then give it lots of praise when it does what’s required. Puppies will also usually want to go after a meal, so go through the same procedure after mealtime.

Puppies are like babies, they need to sleep to grow, if you allow them to do this, they will mentally grow with confidence and take new experiences in their stride.  An over tired puppy is no different to a whiney child who needs their sleep.  We have advised you of the routine that occurs in our household, but we respect that all families are different. The important factor is start as you mean to go on and remain consistent in your routine. If you have to go out and leave the puppy, get it used to it by leaving it in a safe secure environment for 10–15 mins to start with. Give it a few puppy biscuits to play with and then go out.

You will soon become used to the play/behaviour patterns of your puppy, they are all individuals and will all behave differently to different experiences. After a couple of days, you will notice how much more confident your puppy is. You can now start to expand the world to your puppy.

The Outside World

As per the contract please ensure you register your puppy with your local vets. Before entering the outside world, your puppy will need to be vaccinated. The vaccine covering Canine Distemper, Hepatitis, Parvovirus and Leptospirosis can be given from 6 weeks onwards. We recommend 8 and 10 weeks.  As per the feeding guide your puppy has been wormed every two weeks with Milbemax, your vet will aide you in a worming/flea treatment programme, listen to this advice as all areas are different. 

Allowing for a confident start in its home will aid his natural growth in environment for the puppy, rather than a mad rush into the outside world. This does not mean you cannot carry your pup about. You can carry it outside and show it the world outside. It will receive more warmth and acceptance being in your arms, than it will do for the first time on the end of a lead.

The first time you put a lead on your puppy, do not expect it to behave normally, it can pull backwards, try and do somersaults etc. Try to persevere with your walk, but do not make it totally stressful for the pair of you, if you need to, pick the pup up and walk home. You will do no harm by doing this.

If the puppy is happy with titbits, you can use that to encourage them, this does not always work, but plenty of happy talking and positive encouragement will soon teach the pup what is expected of them. There is safety in your arms, but don’t panic at every new experience and go straight for the pickup. Your pup will need to work out things for themselves, witnessing a large lorry will make your pup back up, but by sitting them in-between your legs, so they cannot back up, with you making a fuss and reinforcing that everything is ok, will aid your pup to learn that you are there to help but not take over.

Now that you have mastered the confidence in your puppy’s new life and the behaviour on the lead, the next step is to let your puppy off the lead. You will observe that your puppy is quite small and it would not take much effort to pick up your puppy if it was doing something you did not like. This would not teach it much.

The primary objective for owning a spinone is to get it to come back to you when you ask it to. This exercise must begin from day one. We recommend the use of a whistle this means again there is consistency in training for you pup. 

When you want your pup to come back crouch down; arms open wide and rapid pip pip pip on the whistle, calling its name, clapping your hands if you need to. When it returns give a big fuss, tell it how clever it is and then let it go off and play again. For the first walk I would just do this once, before the end of the walk, but the frequency can be increased the longer the walk becomes. 

Note: DO NOT only do this at the end of the walk, as it will soon work out then when it comes back to you, it will end its fun time.
We have verbally discussed having your toy that you use to play with your puppy. This is kept by you and only you control when you play with the puppy with this. That toy can be used on the walk to keep your pups attention if you feel there are more exciting prospects in the big wide world that you wish to prevent your pup from exploring. The bringing of the toy back to you hopefully will have been learnt in play at the home environment. 

The spinone should naturally be a confident happy dog, one way to ensure this is to socialise your puppy well.  This does not involve taking him down the local pub or talking about him on social media. It is about ensuring your young dog is exposed to many life experiences when it is confident enough to deal with them. Having been bred in a family environment your pup is used to normal family live and noise eg. TV, Hoover, light and dark. As they are not immunised, they have not explored the outside world but ensure that you show them the way when you are secure and confident and not rushed for time. Dragging your pup to school when you have left late will not teach it anything. Allowing plenty of time for it to explore the sights and smells then wait patiently for your child whilst other children make a fuss will be far more pleasurable an experience for both parties.  If you do not have to do these visits then think about how you need to ensure that your pup is broadening its world. Many vets’ practices run puppy socialisation classes and they will be able to advise other methods if these are not available in your area.

Canine Socialization Period (21 - 49 Days): Interacting with his mother and littermates, the pup learns various canine behaviors. He is now aware of the differences between canine and human societies.

Human Socialization Period (7 to 12 Weeks): The pup has the brain wave of and adult dog. This is the best time for going to a new home. He now has the ability to learn respect, simple behavioral responses: sit, stay, come. Housebreaking begins. He now learns by association. The permanent man/dog bonding begins, and he is able to accept gentle discipline and establish confidence.

Fear Impact Period (8 - 11 Weeks): Try to avoid frightening the puppy during this time, since traumatic experiences can have an effect during this period. As you can see, this period overlaps that of the previous definition and children or animal should not be allowed to hurt or scare the puppy - either maliciously or inadvertently. It is very important now to introduce other humans, but he must be closely supervised to minimize adverse conditioning. Learning at this age is permanent. Also introducing your puppy to other dogs at this time will help him become more socialized. If available in your area, a doggy day care is great for this.

Seniority Classification Period (13 - 16 Weeks):

This critical period is also known as the "Age of Cutting" - cutting teeth and cutting apron strings. At this age, the puppy begins testing dominance and leadership. Biting behavior is absolutely discouraged from thirteen weeks on. Praise for the correct behavior response is the most effective tool. Meaningful praise is highly important to shape positive attitude.

Try to prevent your puppy from jumping up at you, this will become very annoying when they grow into adults and they will not be able to differentiate between you and visitors to your house, possibly including children, and this could be quite scary for a child not used to big dogs. It will also have a bad impact on their growth plates. The spinone is a large breed which has a lot of rapid growing to do. Their growth plates in the front legs/shoulders can be just as damaged as can their rear quarters. Slipping and sliding on wet floors (the bambi effect) can also cause serious damage. Industrial door mats are pretty cheap and can go through the washing machine - placing one by doors on regular routes will help soak up the excess water brought in on their large feet.

Feeding 
We have provided you with a guide that we would follow for our own pups, as adults you are allowed to make up your own mind on the choice of food and frequency you wish to feed your dogs.  Your puppy is currently fed on Arden Grange Puppy/Junior food for large breeds, and a diet sheet is enclosed. We would recommend that you continue with this. We have provided you with some food and advice that if you change to new food you do it gradually, mixing in the new food with the old, and gradually increasing the quantity of the new food until it completely replaces the old food. Whichever food you choose, follow the manufacturer’s recommendations and DO NOT add extra additives to complete or balanced feeds – they are already included and adding extra only creates an imbalance and can actually to harm to your puppy. 

Whatever type of food you choose, a constant supply of clean fresh water should be available.

Please watch the protein content of the food you choose. We normally feed a food that contains about 26% protein until 6 months then drop down to an adult food containing about 23%.

Please just bear in mind, most expensive does not mean the best and if you choose to feed a natural diet please ensure to provide a correct balance diet that includes all the nutrients your dogs require. There are a lot of dog foods available, Arden Grange certainly provides a very good food, we feed Skinners Field and Trial- Protein 23% (sub £20 for 15kg bag) to our younger adults and Burgess Country Value Chicken for our oldies – Protein 19%, (under £15 per bag). Please follow the instructions on the side of the bag as to what amount you should be feeding your dog. We feed our adult dogs twice a day and are very consistent with timings. Other breeders may not follow this idea. Please stick with whatever works best for you. Try to be consistent with feeding, if they do not eat all their food, then pick it up, and give it back to them on their next feed. If you do this, you should avoid having a faddy eater. Some owners believe their dog does not like a brand of food and change it, they do this repeatedly and the dog soon learns to control the situation. If your dog is under the weather, adding a small amount of leftover human food will soon identify if the dog is avoiding all food or just being choosy. It is not impossible for your dog to have an allergy to certain foods, even Chicken. This is only something you will notice on the weight gain of your spinone and the stools it produces. If you like giving your dogs treats then please remember that this is part of its food. An overweight dog is an unhealthy dog and should be avoided. Also remember that a castrated dog will not be using up food on its hormones therefore will require less food.

Exercise

A very young pup will get all the exercise it needs through play. In the early days, until maturity keep your walks short – but regular. In the early months 2 short walks a day are better than 1 longer one.

NEVER exercise until at least 1 hour either side of feeding.  Although not common, Spinoni can suffer from bloat – where their stomach flips over due to the amount of undigested food inside. We also recommend feeding from a raised stand and is our reasoning for twice a day feeding as there is less to digest.

Please ensure you clean up after your dog. A couple of nappy bags in your pocket take up no room and will ensure that your dog does not cause an offence to others. Taking your dog for a walk is very important to ensure the internal workings of your dog are maintained and remains healthy. Exercise is not just for the brain and legs; it aids the digestion process, keeps the lungs and heart healthy. It is just as good for the dog as it is for you!
A good rule of thumb is a ratio of five minutes exercise per month of age (up to twice a day) until the puppy is fully grown, i.e. 15 minutes (up to twice a day) when three months old, 20 minutes when four months old etc. Once they are fully grown, they can go out for much longer.

Training

An obedient dog is a happy dog – and a pleasure to own.

Keep your commands short and consistent. Come, Heel, Sit, Wait/Stay, Down and Off are key commands. Training can start at meal times by telling your puppy to sit for his meal and later on to wait until allowed to take it. Keep training sessions short, a puppy - like a child, has a short attention span.

Do consider taking your puppy to training classes. Not only will you be taught how to teach your do the basics of obedience, but he will also learn socialization and this is very important. If the pup has not had its injections, there is nothing to stop you going as a spectator and you can then get the idea of how it’s done!!

Spinoni are capable of training and working in many areas. You may wish to specialize in some form of training. The Italian Spinone Club of GB is a good source of information and we would recommend you join.

Grooming

Groom your puppy regularly. You will need to be quite firm to start with, most puppies think a brush or comb is a toy to be played with. This may seem funny when he is 3 months old – but not so when he gets older.

All you will need is a stiff bristle brush and a medium toothed comb for ear fringes and feathering. Keep the hair within the ears plucked. You may notice a buildup of wax; if so apply a solution like Epiotic to clean them. Generally, ears are best left alone, you can pluck the hair with your fingers but please refrain from using too many substances to try and keep them clean. Regular treatment for fleas will ensure you don’t have a problem.
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It is important to keep the dog maintained for the life it will be living with you. The beard is the grubbiest part of the dog and it is up to you how you deal with this, you will not be criticised by us if you cut this off. We have a beard wipe (old towel) in the kitchen where wet mouths are dried after drinking/eating. Some spins have excess slobber when they are excited and the same can be applied. The hair between their toes and in their pads is an important grooming requirement. This area can knot very frequently and be the harbourer of grass seeds in the summer - blunt ended scissors are the best tool in my grooming kit. On their body, their dead coat can easily be removed using various tools the Mars Coat king (pictured) is a common tool amongst Spinone owners.

You can seek professional help to have your spinone hand stripped or clippered. You can buy clippers and have a go yourself. A good quality spinone coat will not be ruined and their hair does grow back if you get it wrong!
Bitches in Season
If you own a bitch and decide not to have her spayed you must ensure you keep her confined to quarters when she is in season. These can occur differently between bitches but are normally 6 monthly. A bitch is on heat for 21 days and is normally ready for mating between day 8 to 15, but this is nature and is not always true!!

During a season never leave your bitch unsupervised outside, not even a fence can stop the most willing of males.

If you do not wish to breed from your bitch, advice from vets is to have her spayed. We do not recommend you do this prior to one year old (and their first season) as it appears to delay maturity. Castration/spaying is always a contentious issue. The process is not just about preventing breeding, it must be acknowledged that the journey into maturity for both sexes is governed by their hormones. Removing them at too young an age can have a detrimental effect on this process. We recommend that not younger than 18 months of age for either sex.

Travelling
Get your puppy used to the car, some dogs never have a problem whereas others can be routinely sick or whine the whole journey. Ensure there is adequate ventilation and NEVER leave your dog in the car during hot weather. Even with windows open a car can turn into an oven within minutes during hot weather and sadly dogs die every year due to the thoughtlessness of ignorant owners.

Vet Intervention
· Puppy Entropian – the eyelids turn inwards and are quite common in the Spinone puppy. Corrective surgery should not be necessary due to the amount of loose skin surrounding the puppy. This should resolve itself prior to the pup reaching 12 months of age.

· Over/Undershot jaw

Some vets will look at puppy’s mouths and tell you there is a problem. This is not so with a Spinone. The jaw is the last bone to stop growing and problems that are present in a young pup will resolve themselves by maturity. If you do have a problem with an incisor being within the roof of the mouth, consistent massaging at the root will bring the tooth out.

We are not qualified experts, but we do have a lot of experience, we would be grateful to receive a phone call to discuss a problem and to try and advise you on what we would do in a similar situation, but we would always refer you to the expertise of your vet and we should be used to aid your research on you and your Spinone’s problem.
Do’s and Don’ts

Do ensure your puppy has adequate rest without disturbance (especially around young children).
Do be consistent, fair and firm in your commands, training and treatment of your puppy.
Do check your garden fences for holes and gaps.
Do be prepared to clean up if your dog fouls in a public place.
Do train your dog – an obedient dog is a happy dog and a pleasure to own.

Don’t throw balls or sticks for your dog to catch - these can get lodged in their throat.

Don’t over exercise your puppy or young dog. Growth plates cannot be repaired once damaged.

Don’t allow small toys which could choke your dog. Balls should be larger than tennis balls.

Don’t leave a choke chain on your dog, it can get caught up in things with disastrous consequences.

Don’t leave your dog tied up outside shops etc. - it could get stolen.

Never leave your dog in a car in warm or hot weather this can be a killer.

Problems

As mentioned above, if you have any problems, worries or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. We will do our best to assist you in any way possible. Everybody is concerned about different things. No problem is too small for us.
Please do get in touch with us, if you have a problem with you or your Spinone and inevitably rehoming is the only option. We will always do our best to assist you and if necessary, will take the dog back here until a suitable home can be found.
Contacts - The Italian Spinone Club of GB

· Rehome and Rescue Co-Ordinator, Mrs. Janet Ashworth, 0871 996 0680

· Hon. Sec., Linda Mayne, 08708743082

Books on the Spinone

· Carolyn Fry – World of Dogs, “The Italian Spinone”, ISBN185279084-9

· Richard Beauchamp – Pet Love, Italian Spinone, ISBN903098-96-3

Finally 
Please remember why you have decided to welcome an Italian Spinone into your life. They were created in Italy to do a combined working activity. They are capable of hunting quarry using mainly their excellent sense of smell (remember this can be your pet rabbit/butterflies in your garden), pointing that quarry (a static stance that is telling you that something is there) and finally a retrieve once that quarry has been shot. These activities should indicate to you that this dog has intelligence. We do not only sell our puppies to working homes but we do discuss this element of the breed with all our puppy owners. If you do not train your dog with basic requirements, you may find your dog becomes bored and destructive and you may have difficulty recalling them on a walk if they are too interested in the hunting side of the walk. Please persevere as this will pay off in the long run. We are always happy to discuss any matter with you, no matter how small or trivial you may think we would rather help you with advice, rather than you suffer or affect your relationship with our beloved breed. 
